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1 3 HAY 1981 


Moaorahis Menry jjm ershajt^ 
United State* Sestet* 
Wastlagtda 2$» 0. C. 



Um&t beiHStee tJwers&ak: 


fey 


This in in response to your letter Mgar4tng ft report 
that Hie tfSHt lute a unclear powered aircraft. 


w# km previously studied title aad «ktr report* of 
the same type *»d deterraiued 13k at the characteristics attributed 
to @4# aadear aircraft are far heyaad the technical eapafelUttee 
of Hie soviet aircraft and nuclear tedustrieii. Hi* reported 
cruising speed of t§6© mites per hour would mean Oat tee air 
entering the aircraft weald be heated by compression to about 
F, Further, heating «f this air to provide thrust for 
propeietea would raise the temperature far beyond tee 
temperature limits of tee nuclear engine*# structural material* 


If further inform** Um is desired, please let m Smew. 


Sincerely, 


®ES5> 

^itea W. IHdies 
director 
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A MAY 1961 

BRIEF FOR.: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Henry Dworshak, dated 1 May 1961 

1. Enclosed for your signature is a reply to a letter 
from Senator Dworshak concerning a report that the USSR has 
a nuclear powered aircraft. 

2. A letter from Senator Dworshak requested a report 
concerning this development described in a UPI dispatch 
printed in the Idaho newspapers. The attached reply states 
that the flight characteristics of the reported nuclear air- 
craft are beyond the technical capabilities of the Soviet 
aircraft and nuclear industries and that 
originator of this report, is a well-known fabricator of sensa- 
tional intelligence reports. 

3. Recommend that you sign the attached reply. 

STAT 

Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 

Enclosure: Letter to Senator Henry Dworshak 
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Rewritten by John S. Warner 


a Wl » mw &WH*)*?'*****# 
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